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Fencing Made Easier
Now you can get a free, real-time estimate for your fencing project — anytime, right on our website. No phone 

calls, no delays. Just fast, accurate pricing at your fingertips.

Need financing? We’ve made that easy too. Get 100% financing with rates as low as 0.00% — all through our 
website. Compare quotes from multiple banks with zero impact on your credit score.

Whether you’re building security, style, or both — we’ve got you covered from start to finish.

Visit northeastfence.net and take the first step today.

northeastfence.net |  215-335-1681
8451 Hegerman St, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19136

BNortheast Fence & Iron Works, Inc   V@northeastfencephiladelphia

Residential Fencing
Vinyl ~ Aluminum ~ Wood ~ Chain Link ~ Custom Fencing 

Sandblasting & Powder Coating
Lawn Furniture ~ Radiators ~ Rims 

Family owned for over 50 years. Providing the best quality products and service.



YOUR VISION,  
OUR COMMITMENT. 

We cater to your ideas!

piccolotrattoria.com
215.860.4247

 32 West Road, Newtown
info@piccolotrattoria.com

Catering Inquiries 215.919.1228

SHOWERS  •  BAPTISM  •  CORPORATE EVENTS  •  WEDDINGS  •  GRADUATIONS
Piccolo Trattoria offers the perfect space for gatherings of all sizes. From intimate celebrations to larger groups.

Speciality Cocktails at 
our Full Bar in Newtown
Newtown, PA | 215.860.4247  
Doylestown, PA | 267.485.4000  
Pennington, NJ | 609.737.9050



LIFESTYLE LETTER

Sending Joy And 
Peace To All In Our 
6th Year
As the year winds down and the twinkling lights 
of December begin to glow, I want to take a 
moment to wish all of you a joyful and peaceful 
holiday season.  Whether you're celebrating 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or simply enjoy-
ing the magic this time of year brings, may your 
days be filled with warmth, love and the comforting 
presence of family and friends.

This season invites us to pause, reflect and embrace 
the true spirit of giving, not just through gifts, but through kindness, generosity 
and connection. It's a time to gather close, to share stories and laughter, and to 
carry the light of gratitude into the new year.

December is also a personally gratifying time for us, with it being the month 
that Newtown City Lifestyle launched in 2019. We still relish covering interesting 
people, businesses and developments, and look forward to continuing to serve 
Newtown, New Hope, Upper Makefield, Washington Crossing and Wrightstown. 

As a reminder, the Newtown Business Association Holiday Parade, spon-
sored by the Newtown Athletic Club, will be held on Sunday, Dec. 7. Please visit 
NewtownBA.org or follow @NewtownBusinessAssociation on Instagram for all 
the details. You won't want to miss it!!  

From all of us at Newtown City Lifestyle, thank you for being part of our 
community. We’re honored to share your stories and celebrate the heart of our 
community together.

From my family to yours, wishing you health, happiness and a bright start to 
the new year.

DA N A  S L I P P,  P U B L I S H E R 
@ N E W TOW N C I T Y L I F E S T Y L E

C I T Y L I F E S T Y L E . C O M / N E W TO W N    

L I F E S T Y L E  L E T T E R

Newtown City Lifestyle™ is published monthly by Lifestyle Publications LLC. It is 

distributed via the US Postal Service to some of the Newtown area’s most affluent 

neighborhoods. Articles and advertisements do not necessarily reflect Lifestyle 

Publications’ opinions. No portion of this magazine may be reproduced in any form 

without written consent. Lifestyle Publications does not assume responsibility for 

statements made by advertisers or editorial contributors. Information in Newtown City 

Lifestyle™ is gathered from sources considered to be reliable, but the accuracy of all 

information cannot be guaranteed.

Proverbs 3:5-6

PUBLISHER
Dana Slipp  
Dana.Slipp@citylifestyle.com

EDITOR
Julie Brown Patton | julie.patton@citylifestyle.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Brian Wagner 
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December 2025

Visit our Instagram
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6      





inside the issue
DECEMBER 2025  |   HOL IDAYS &  G IV ING

Departments

In years’ past, 
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arrives locally 
once annually 

to declare: 
“Christmas 
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come from a 
store. Maybe 
Christmas… 

perhaps… means 
a little bit more, 

especially during 
the Newtown 
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LATEST & GREATEST IN

floor fashion!

www.HollandFloor.com  |   215-357-0909  |   32 Swamp Road,  Newtown, PA

BRING THIS AD FOR $100 OFF ANY PURCHASE  
OF $1500 OR MORE

Retail only. Ad must be presented at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other discounts. Expires 12/31/26

PREMIER
PERFORMANCE  

DIFFERENCE
Inherent stain resistance 
backed by All Pet® Stain  
Protection & Warranty.

PREMIER
SUSTAINABLE  
DIFFERENCE

High-quality PET fiber made
with recycled plastic bottles

diverted from landfills.

PREMIER
STYLE  

DIFFERENCE
Luxurious softness and vibrant

colors for comfort and style.

Carpet   |   Hardwood   |   Laminate   |   Vinyl   |   Stair Runners   |   Tile   |   Stone   |   Backsplashes   |   Bathrooms   |   Area Rugs



BUSINESS MONTHLY

business monthly
A  R O U N D U P  O F  N E W S  F R O M  LO C A L  B U S I N E S S E S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

Want to be featured? 
G E T  I N  T O U C H  AT  C I T Y L I F E S T Y L E . C O M / N E W T O W N

Notice The New Dog 
Breed During Philly-Based 
National Dog Show?
American Kennel Club officials cer-
tified one new breed, the  Danish-
Swedish Farmdog, as eligible this 
year to compete in conformation at 
dog shows across America, including 
the National Dog Show presented by 
Purina Thanksgiving Day on NBC, 
as  hosted by the Kennel Club of 
Philadelphia. The Danish-Swedish 
Farmdog was part of the Working 
Group, and is now one of 214 different 
breeds eligible for judging at some 
3,000 dog shows in the United States.

Logan Inn Reopens In 
New Hope
Days after fire damaged the Logan 
Inn in New Hope, the staff reopened 
for regular service. "Thanks to 
the quick response of local first 
responders, everyone is safe, and 
the situation was managed swiftly," 
stated the innkeepers in a Facebook 
posting. "We want to take a moment 
to thank our community for the over-
whelming support and compassion. 
Your messages, visits and words of 
encouragement have reminded us 
just how special New Hope truly is."

Flourish Café Celebrates 
Grand Opening  
In Newtown 
Flourish Café opened in Newtown 
at 2817 S. Eagle Road and became a 
new Newtown Business Association 
member. The crew there espe-
cially likes to celebrate the special 
moments in guests' lives. In fact, 
every birthday guest receives a slice 
of their homemade cake. They state 
that everything they serve is made 
from scratch  — from housemade 
sauces to their beloved syrniki, from 
breakfasts inspired by American 
comfort to dinners touched by 
European charm.

Photography by Lennox Lampkin-de Vlugt 

Photography by NBA
Mary Carillo, Host,  
The National Dog Show
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Partners In Planting: 
Newtown Groups 
Among Bucks Beautiful 
Grant-Funded Projects
Bucks Beautiful representatives 
announced recipients of their latest 
round of grants, awarded to support 
impactful beautification and refor-
estation projects:  Newtown Middle 
School [students will plant Bucks 
Beautiful’s signature seasonal daffo-
dil bulbs to bring color, joy to campus 
grounds];  Sol Finestone Elementary 
School, Newtown  [5,000 daffodil 
bulbs will be planted along entrance, 
with third-graders planting portion 
in conjunction with science les-
son];  Washington Crossing Historic 
Park [Phase 2 of rehabilitation and 
expansion of the Thompson-Neely 
Kitchen Garden].

267-201-7509 
 MitsBucksCounty.com

Follow us on Facebook

WHY BUY 
FROM MADE 
IN THE SHADE?
• Locally Owned & Operated
• FREE In-Home Design 
   Consultaaon and Essmate
• Professional, Laser-Precision 
   Measuring
• Legendary Service Way 
   Beyond the Sale   Beyond the Sale
• Name Brands

ALL WINDOW TREATMENTS
OFF
%30

Exclusions apply. May not be 
combined with other offers.

WHEN IT COMES TO 
WINDOW COVERINGS 

YOU’VE GOT IT 
MADE IN THE SHADE!
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GIFT GUIDE  |   SHOPPING

Michael's Jewelers: Diamond bracelet 
from Shy Creation; $2,200 .58ct worth of 

diamonds, 14kt yellow gold.

Piccolo Trattoria: Give the gift of flavor through 
a gift card. For the ones who already have 
everything, just remember, everyone gets hungry!

Ristorante LUCCA & Piano Lounge 
serves traditional Italian fare, 

plus wine and live music.
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"Kindness is like snow; it beautifies everything it covers," stated 
writer, poet, visual artist and philosopher Kahlil Gibran. And kind-
ness through giving gifts can be uplifting and thoroughly satisfying.

Encircle others with a reminder of love through a diamond 
bracelet at Michael's Jewelers. Michael Kanoff, owner of Michael's 
Jewelers, says his team is ready to suggest wonderful gift options 
at their new location in Yardley at 920 Antique Alley.

Gift cards also are a popular gift-giving method  because they 
reduce decision fatigue and make giving easier while still pre-
serving thoughtfulness. So, go ahead and swipe with love because 
it's the card that counts!

Stop by the following regional businesses for additional gift 
ideas and holiday-related special times: Piccolo Trattoria; 4Ever 
Young Anti-aging Solutions; Stockton Market; Ristorante LUCCA; 
barre 3;  Head 2 Toe Menswear; Super Buy Rite;  Nothing Bundt 
Cakes; Rittenhouse Home; Terrain Gardens; The Well Lounge (at 
the NAC) and Lunachick.

PONDERING holiday 
gift IDEAS?

Sparkly Treasures, Winter Warmth 
And Gift Cards Help Recipients 
Start Their Next Adventures

ARTICLE BY JULIE BROWN PATTON

CONTINUED  >

Super Buy-Rite Wines & Liquor New Jersey 
has plenty of spirits to add to your spirits.

Shop lunachick boutique 
located at 10 Swamp 
Road in Newtown.
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GIFT GUIDE  |   SHOPPING

Don't forget that Jessica Heisen, founder of Bucks County Balloons 
based in Washington Crossing, creates dynamic balloon or flower 
arches for special occasions and family gatherings. 

While spreading holiday cheer, the Terrain Cafe team says 'The 
More, The Merrier' when it comes to gift cards. Earn a 20%, 30% or 
40% bonus card upon purchase [$50 - $149: earn a 20% bonus, $150 
- $499: earn a 30% bonus, $500-plus: earn a 40% bonus]; $50-plus in 
gift cards online through Jan. 10, 2026. Gift cards are redeemable at 
all Terrain Cafe, Pizzeria Vetri and Gatehouse locations. Bonus cards 
can be redeemed between Jan. 19 to March 31, 2026.

Need a safe, professional ride to a holiday gathering or want to 
gift that ride to someone who already has most items they need? 
Advanced Limousine Services is offering a 15% discount for first-time 
clients. They have gift certificates and can assist with  NYC trips, 
drives to Rockefeller Center, window shopping, party van rentals, 
airport roundtrips and Christmas light shows.

Glow, gift and feel amazing this holiday season via 4Ever Young 
through a  $200 gift card for only $150.  Receive bounce-back 
credit for January when visiting for any service this season ($25 for 
non-members; $50 for members).

Additionally, the gift of entertainment can be given with tickets to 
a show at the Bucks County Playhouse in New Hope.

The holiday season is a perfect time to reflect on blessings and 
seek out ways to make life better for those around us.

Wrap loved ones' in wellness 
this holiday season. Buy a $250 
gift card, get $50 FREE — $300 
total to enjoy or share. From 
The Well Lounge, with love.

Many experiences prompt 
a 'yum' at Terrain Cafe.

The right limousine for the right event makes 
all the difference, ask Advanced Limousine 

Services professionals. Call 215.774.6015.

Nothing Bundt Cakes 
gifting solutions starting 
at $10; Bundtlet Towers, 
decorated cakes to 
one-of-kind gifts.
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OUR TOWN  |   ENTERTAINMENT

ARTICLE BY JULIE BROWN PATTON | PHOTOGRAPHY BY NBA

Coming Sunday, Dec. 7, Organized By  
Newtown Business Association 

NEWTOWN

h ol i d ay para d e

‘HOLIDAY MOVIES’ 
THEMED

’25

Get ready for extra holiday cheer. This 
year's parade theme is "holiday movies." 
Arrive early for an unforgettable day 
filled with festive fun with face painting, 
balloons, treats for furry friends, warm 
drinks, candy and more before the parade. 
Everyone is encouraged to dress up as 
beloved characters and join in the holiday 
spirit. Visit  NewtownBA.org for updates 
and timeline for all the festivities!  
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‘HOLIDAY MOVIES’ 
THEMED

This season,
give the gift of
fine gardening.
Allow our skilled team

of designers to enhance

your existing gardens

and containers with

vibrant color and

beauty, or begin a new

project with us.

 

(610) 964-0100
RootsLandscape.com 

Offices in Newtown & Wayne

@rootslandscapedesign



TREND SETTER  |   ARTS +  CULTURE

New Book  
Ready For 
Holiday Gifting

ARTICLE BY JULIE BROWN PATTON | PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAYLOR JEWELL

Yardley native and Pennsbury High School graduate Caroline 
Palmer recently published her first novel titled Workhorse. 
It was inspired by her time working in the magazine industry 
in New York City during the early 2000s, including 10 years 
as an editor at Vogue. 

The novel has been described as "a richly drawn, unset-
tling and wickedly funny story of envy and ambition set 
against the glamor and privilege of media and high society 
in New York City at its height."

From 2014 to 2019,  Caroline was the director of edito-
rial, video and social media at Amazon Fashion. Prior to 
her tenure at Amazon, she spent seven years as the editor 
of Vogue.com. Her previous work has appeared in var-
ious publications, including  The New York Times, Life, 
Seventeen magazine and Vogue. 

Workhorse synopsis: At the turn of the millennium, editorial 
assistant Clodagh “Clo” Harmon wants nothing more than 
to rise through the ranks at the world’s most prestigious 
fashion magazine. There’s just one problem: She doesn’t 
have the right pedigree. Instead, Clo is a “workhorse” sur-
rounded by beautiful, wealthy, impossibly well-connected 
“show horses” who get ahead without effort, including her 
beguiling cubicle-mate, Davis Lawrence, the daughter of a 
beloved but fading Broadway actress. Harry Wood, Davis’s 
boarding school classmate and a reporter with visions of his 
own media empire, might be Clo’s ally in gaming the system, 
or he might be the only thing standing between Clo and her 
rightful place at the top. In a career punctuated by moments 
of high absurdity, sudden windfalls and devastating rever-
sals of fortune, Clo wades across boundaries, taking ever 
greater and more dangerous risks to become the important 
person she wants to be within the confines of a world where 
female ambition remains cloaked. But who really is Clo 
underneath all the borrowed designer clothes and studied 
manners — and who are we if we share her desires?

BUCKS COUNTY DENIZEN AUTHORS 'DEVIL 
WEARS PRADA VIBES' LITERARY NOVEL
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Newtown City Lifestyle caught up with this new author for an inter-
esting behind-the-scenes peek about the process and excitement. 

HOW DID LIVING IN BUCKS COUNTY INFLUENCE 
YOUR CAREER AND POSSIBLY ANY PORTIONS OF 
YOUR NEW BOOK?

"The main character of the book, Clodagh Harmon, hails from 
Bucks County and went to the local public schools, which was 
clearly influenced by my own upbringing. I like that it not only 
makes her sort of clear-eyed about the world in which she finds 
herself, but it also gives her a little grit."

HOW MANY DRAFTS DID YOUR BOOK GO 
THROUGH TO REACH ITS FINAL VERSION?

"The book took about two years from start to finish, plus about 
half a year of editing. I have three young kids and when I started, 
I was working full time, so I established a routine where I woke 
up at 4:15 a.m. and wrote from 4:45-7:45 a.m., which was actually a 
lot more magical than it sounds. Once I have a conversation about 
missing shoes or start packing lunches, I find I can't return to 
writing; it needs a special kind of focus. I also take a nap every day 
before school pick-up to survive."

WHICH CHARACTER WAS THE MOST CHALLENGING 
TO WRITE ABOUT? WHY? 

"I was really fascinated about the relationship between Davis 
and her mother, Barbara Lawrence, but all my characters devel-
oped as I got to understand them better. I didn't have an outline, 
and I sort of wrote my way into it. In fact, certain behaviors (and 
thus plot points) had to be edited as I progressed through the 
book. There were so many times I would think: Wait, that doesn't 
make sense. Now that I know this character so  well, I know she 
would never do that."

WHAT DO YOU HOPE READERS TAKE AWAY FROM IT?
"Workhorse started out as a character study. I wanted to see if I 

could write a relatable, funny female character who was also not a 
very good person, someone who did bad things and hurt people, 
but to whom you still feel a strange affinity, and whose actions, 
maybe, resonated with your own. And while, of course, there are 
women that behave badly in fiction, I find we generally place them 
in a context in which their evil-doings are understandable, and 
often, forgivable. I guess I wanted to challenge the idea that sim-
ple ambition is not an accepted excuse for women."

DO YOU PLAN TO WRITE OTHER NOVELS?
"Yes, I'm working on my second book, which is actually entirely 

based in Philadelphia, and it includes everything from Irish bars 
to cheerleaders."

FROM WHERE CAN YOUR BOOK BE PURCHASED? 
AT ANY LOCAL BOOKSTORES?

"I'm passionate about local bookstores, and there's one in 
Yardley called Commonplace Books on Main Street. In Newtown, 
please hit up Newtown Bookshop. It's also  available at mass 
retailers, including Barnes & Noble, Amazon and Target."

The book is also being marketed in the United Kingdom and 
Australia. Caroline now lives in Montclair, New Jersey. She says the 
story "also been optioned for television."

CarolinePalmer.com

Caroline Palmer
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COME GROW WITH US!
Welcoming New Clients

W E  A R E  A  D I V E R S E  G R O U P  O F
T H E R A P I S T S  W H O  C U L T I V A T E

S T R O N G  T H E R A P E U T I C
R E L A T I O N S H I P S ,  W H I L E  U T I L I Z I N G  

E V I D E N C E  B A S E D  P R A C T I C E S  T O  
E M P O W E R  Y O U  T O  G R O W  I N T O  

Y O U R  B E S T  S E L F .

Scan to
see our

providers!
Located at The Atrium, 4 Terry

Drive, Suite 1, Newtown, PA

Therapy
In-person & virtual therapy
Children, teens, adults,
couples, families & groups
Welcoming, affirming space
Support for mood, anxiety,
ADHD, school challenges,
athletes, stress & more

Specialized Services
Psychoeducational testing
EMDR
Exposure & Response (EXRP)
Sports & Mental Conditioning
Dance/movement therapy
Hypnotherapy
Mindfulness & meditation
Yoga & yoga therapy

NewtownTherapy.com
267-755-9333

info@NewtownTherapy.com



T H E  M O R E  T H E  M E R R I E R
Spread some holiday cheer with gift cards to Terrain Cafe!  

Earn a 20%, 30% or 40% bonus card when you purchase  

$50+ in holiday gift cards through January 10, 2026*.

2100 LOWER STATE ROAD,  DOYLESTOWN, PA |  267.289.3639 |  @TERRAINCAFE learn more  
+ purchase*Online only.



INSPIRED BY  |   L IFE  +  CULTURE

CELEBRATE 250 YEARS OF

A m e r i c a  L o c a l l y

Gift Of Histor y: Make Spectacular Memories At Washington Crossing Historic Park 
During 2026 Semiquincentennial

ARTICLE BY MADELINE MARRIOTT | PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN WAGNER

Friends of Washington Crossing Park Leadership 
Team (left to right): Bryanna Galvan, Jennifer 
Martin, Ross Heutmaker and Michelle Flanagan.
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Washington Crossing Historic Park enthu-
siasts will celebrate the 250th anniversary 
signing of the Declaration of Independence in 
style, officially observed July 4, 2026, thanks 
in part to a recent grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

The $25,000 grant is part of the Celebrate 
America! Public Impact Project, which 
provides financial assistance for projects 
that focus on the founding of the American 
nation, key historical figures and milestones 
that reflect the exceptional achievements of 
the United States.

The funds will allow the park to expand 
and upgrade its living history programs 
across the 500-acre site, which give a 
glimpse into 18th century life through inter-
active experiences with actors. In addition 
to thousands of families and history lov-
ers, the park hosts 10,000-plus students 
and chaperones each year through their 
Colonial Days field trip program. 

“It’s all about bringing history to life,” 
says Jennifer Martin, executive director of 
the Friends of Washington Crossing Historic 
Park, the organization that oversees the 
park’s activities. “We want to immerse visi-
tors in our history and allow them to see what 
really happened here and understand our 
community that has a unique and direct tie to 
the founding of our nation.” 

Upgraded 2026 living history projects, 
which take place at the Thompson-Neely 
House and the Lower Park Village, include a 
soldier’s encampment and an officer’s quar-
ters built in partnership with Americana 
Corner. The park also receives funding for its 
projects from the National Park Service and 
private foundations and individual donors.

“When you come to the park, you can actually sit around the 
campfire, climb into the brush huts, interact with soldiers, and really 
see what life was like back then,” Jennifer explains. 

During the 2026 semiquincentennial year, the park's team mem-
bers will focus on recognizing the contributions of a wide range of 
Americans to the Revolutionary War effort.  

“We want everyone to see themselves in the history,” Jennifer says. 
“To that end, we’ve enhanced our interpretation to be more inclu-
sive, sharing the contributions of women, Black soldiers and average 
civilians, in addition to people like General Washington.”

Jennifer also wants to spotlight the stories of specific Americans 
to foster a deeper understanding of the people involved in historical 
events. “With our site-specific interpretations, visitors can connect 
directly with the people that were part of the Crossing story,” she 
says. “Rather than saying what soldiers in general did, we’re really 
looking at specific accounts of individuals that were involved in the 
campaign to humanize the story a bit more.”  CONTINUED  >
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INSPIRED BY  |   L IFE  +  CULTURE

T h e  F r i e n d s 
o f  Wa s h i n g t o n 
C r o s s i n g  P a r k  i s  a 
5 0 1 (c) (3)  n o n p r o f i t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  
a n d  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  
e f fo r t s  o f 
Wa s h i n g t o n 
C r o s s i n g  
H i s t o r i c  P a r k . 

The living history programs, 
which will take place weekly from 
April to September, are part of a 
larger list of celebratory activities 
occurring at the park throughout 
2026. There will be a celebra-
tion of Washington’s Birthday in 
February, an enhanced Fourth of 
July celebration and the yearly 
Christmas Day reenactment of 
Washington’s crossing of the 
Delaware River.

This year, the organization is 
building a Durham boat, the type 

used in the crossing, in partnership with the Independence Seaport Museum in Philadelphia to allow visitor 
immersion in the crossing experience. 

“We want people to know they can celebrate with us all year long, not just at the major holidays,” Jennifer says. 
“This 250th anniversary is an opportunity for us to reflect on the events that made us a young nation. If you hear 
about the 250th and want to know what that means to you, come out to these sites. Don’t just go to Philadelphia 
and Washington, D.C., even though they’re going to have lots to offer, but get out the sites right in your community 
that allow you to create memories right in your own backyard," Jennifer encourages. 

“If you’ve heard about the Crossing or about the park but haven’t been there, make 2026 your year. It’s a special 
place right here in our community.” 

215.493.4076
WashingtonCrossingPark.org
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The Newtown Business Association Would Like to Thank the Newtown Athletic Club,  
this Years Presenting Sponsor

Thank you to all of our participating Sponsors that have made this years parade extra special!
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LOCAL L IMELIGHT  |   EDUCATION

ARTICLE BY MADELINE MARRIOTT | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC PARKER/BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BCCC: 60 YEARS OF LEARNING, COLLECTIONS, HISTORY, GENEALOGY,  
SHARING, MEET-N-GREETS

T h e  G i f t  O f  K n o w l e d g e 
A n d  A d v e n t u r e s

BCCC honored friends and family of Lester 
Minkel, the college’s first librarian.

To commemorate the library’s 60th anniversary, 
BCCC librarian Kelly Deeny presented life/

legacy of Lester Minkel, first librarian.
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The 28 librarians, technicians and assistants now 
on staff are passionate about information literacy 
and provide resources to ensure Bucks County res-
idents can find, retrieve, evaluate and use informa-
tion ethically and efficiently. 

For example, curious researchers can find the 
library’s guide to the CRAAPP test, a tool used to 
evaluate the dependability of web sources and schol-
arly articles. The test encourages users to consider 
a source’s currency, reliability, authority/accuracy, 
purpose and point of view to determine if it is a proper 
resource. Additionally, the website features informa-
tion available to the public about how to properly cite 
sources in a number of different formats. 

The library also hosts weekly events, such as 
Meditation in the Library on Wednesday afternoons, 
and holds regular exhibitions open to the public. Recent 
topics have included a history of wooden utensils and 
tools, a road trip to catalog the independent book-
shops of New Jersey and the Bucks In Time Archival 
Project. This project, helmed by the entire BCCC library 
team over the course of several events, asked students 
to anonymously answer what they enjoyed most about 
their Bucks' experience. The answers were then com-
piled into a file now available in the archives. They hope 
to make this a yearly project to go along with their cele-
bration of Family History Month each October. 

Library services extend far beyond the walls of the 
Newtown building.

“Extension libraries on the Lower and Upper Bucks 
campuses received new facilities in 2007 (Lower 
Bucks) and 2010 (Upper),” Kelly says. “The Library 
has supported the College's Virtual Campus since the 
inception of the online learning program in the early 
1990s, and now provides extensive online collections 
and services.”

A rc h i va l  p h o t o s  a re  d i s p l aye d  a t  t h e  B C C C  L i b r a r y  i n 
Ne w t ow n  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  i t s  6 0 t h  a n n i ve r s a r y.

Library staffers at Bucks County Community College 
(BCCC) have been providing the gifts of reading, 
knowledge and curiosity to students and residents 
alike for 60 years. 

“Our mission at the library is to serve the peo-
ple of Bucks County: to enrich their lives, advance 
their careers and enable them to become lifelong 
learners and more responsible citizens,” says  Kelly 
Deeny, interlibrary loan/records library technician. 

The library is located on the main Newtown Campus 
at 275 Swamp Road in Newtown. It opened to students 
on Sept. 29, 1965, as part of a sweeping movement to 
increase access to higher education across the nation.

The library was briefly housed in what is now 
Pemberton Hall before moving to the current build-
ing in 1972. Attached to the building is the Zlock 
Performing Arts Center, which hosts events, lectures 
and performances for the college and community. 

This library's collections include more than 
150,000 print books and periodicals, a diverse mul-
timedia collection and databases containing 20,000-
plus electronic journals, 2,000 electronic books, 500 
electronic reference titles, about 6,000 streaming 
videos and more than a million art images. 

In celebration of the library’s 60th anniversary, 
Kelly recently assembled a presentation about Lester 
Minkel, the college’s first librarian. 

“Born in Iowa, Lester Minkel broke from the fam-
ily’s farming tradition to pursue an education, and 
established a reputation as a beloved educator, 
friend and family man who loved to travel and cook,” 
she explains. 

His achievements as librarian include the purchase 
of reference books displayed at the 1964 World’s Fair 
by the American Library Association, and partnering 
with the Bucks County Free Library.

“
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FAIRLESS HILLS STORE ONLY
445 S. Oxford Valley Rd.
Fairless Hills, PA 19030

FULL SERVICE HARDWOOD 
FLOORING COMPANY

Creating beautiful floors, one home at a 
time since 1988.

applegatewoodfloors.com  |  (215) 598-8708

TRUSTED BY RESIDENTIAL CLIENTS, BUILDERS & DESIGNERS FOR OVER 37 YEARS

SALES - INSTALLATION - REFINISHING 

UnitedVeteransRoofing.com
V@unitedveteransroofing

267.908.9099

 Commercial & Residential   Financing Options Available
  Limited Lifetime Warranty   Family-Owned & Operated

Roofing, Siding &
Gutter Specialists

Hometown Heroes Discount
Available for First Responders, 

Doctors, Nurses, Teachers,
Police, EMTS and current and 

retired service members.

Veterans & Active Military Discount
Available for those who  
have served, including  
spouses and children  

of veterans. 

GAF Master Elite Certified · Certainteed Certified Installer

TAKE $500 OFF ANYANY $10,000 ESTIMATE

FREE Estimates & Inspections
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Visit www.homefordentalcare.com | Call us at 215-774-5476

Healthy Smiles,
the Fun Way!

Exceptionally fun, stress-free 
pediatric dental care.

finally:
the science-backed glow-up your 

body and mind deserve.

designed to build functional strength + support your everyday life.

classes leave you feeling energized — never depleted.

science-backed workouts improve stability + reduce risk of injury.

modifications, always—so you can make every workout your own.

this is fitness that feels good. try it today. your first class is free.

Get your first class free with one click
Visit our studio in Summit Square
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BOURBON VANILLA 
BEAN HOT 

CHOCOLATE
An ultra-creamy, chocolatey holiday drink with a 

hit of warm bourbon and a vanilla bean twist.
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• 2 cups whole milk
• 1/2 cup heavy cream 

• 1/2 cup high-quality dark chocolate 
(chopped or chips)

• 2 tbsp unsweetened cocoa powder
• 2 tbsp sugar or maple syrup
• 1/2 tsp pure vanilla extract 

• Pinch of sea salt
• 2 oz bourbon 

Topping: 4 large marshmallows
Optional garnish: grated dark chocolate, 

whipped cream, cinnamon

In a small saucepan over medium heat, combine milk, 
cream, cocoa powder, sugar, vanilla, and salt. Whisk 
until smooth and heated through. Add chopped 
dark chocolate and stir constantly until melted 
and silky. Lower heat if needed to avoid scorching.
Remove from heat, then stir in bourbon. Taste and 
adjust sweetness or strength to your liking. Top with 
marshmallows. Add whipped cream, a sprinkle of 
cinnamon or nutmeg, and shaved chocolate.
Optional: Add a pinch of cinnamon and cayenne for 
spicy depth
Kid-friendly version: Omit bourbon and add pepper-
mint extract or caramel syrup instead.

INSTRUCTIONS:

WINTER in a glass
HOLIDAY COCKTAILS  &  C O Z Y  C R E A T I O N S

SPICED CINNAMON RUM FLIP
A luscious holiday cocktail with warming spices, rich texture, 

and a beautiful cinnamon garnish.

• 2 oz dark or spiced rum
• 3/4 oz cinnamon 

simple syrup 
• 1 oz heavy cream

• 1 whole egg 
• Dash of ground nutmeg
• Dash of vanilla extract

Garnish: cinnamon stick 
and a light dusting of nut-

meg or cinnamon

Make Cinnamon Simple Syrup:
Combine 1/2 cup sugar, 1/2 cup 

water, and 2 cinnamon sticks in a 
saucepan. Simmer for 10 mins, let 
cool, and strain. Store in the fridge.

Add rum, cinnamon syrup, cream, 
egg, vanilla, and a pinch of nutmeg to 
a shaker. Shake vigorously for 15–20 
seconds to emulsify the egg.  Strain 
into a coupe or stemmed glass like 
the one in your photo. Top with a 
cinnamon stick across the rim and a 
dusting of nutmeg or cinnamon.
Optional: Add 1/2 oz chilled espresso 
for a coffee kick.
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INGREDIENTS:

FESTIVE CRANBERRY GIN FIZZ
A bright, elegant cocktail with a foamy top and a hint of  holiday spirit.

• 2 oz gin 
• 1 oz cranberry juice 
• 3/4 oz lemon juice 

• 1/2 oz simple syrup 
• 1 egg white 

Optional: splash of 
sparkling water or 

club soda
Garnish: fresh rose-
mary or thyme sprig

In a cocktail shaker, combine gin, 
cranberry juice, lemon juice, sim-
ple syrup, and egg white. Shake 
vigorously for about 20 seconds to 
create the frothy top. Double strain 
into a chilled coupe glass to get that 
smooth, foamy top. Add a small splash 
of sparkling water if you’d like a bit of 
fizz. Gently place a sprig of rosemary 
or thyme on top of the foam.
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:

INSTRUCTIONS:

Whether you’re hosting a gathering or simply treating yourself, these 
holiday drinks are guaranteed to bring a little extra cheer to your cup.PHOTOGRAPHY BY JANIE JONES
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a shaker. Shake vigorously for 15–20 
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• 1/2 oz simple syrup 
• 1 egg white 

Optional: splash of 
sparkling water or 

club soda
Garnish: fresh rose-
mary or thyme sprig

In a cocktail shaker, combine gin, 
cranberry juice, lemon juice, sim-
ple syrup, and egg white. Shake 
vigorously for about 20 seconds to 
create the frothy top. Double strain 
into a chilled coupe glass to get that 
smooth, foamy top. Add a small splash 
of sparkling water if you’d like a bit of 
fizz. Gently place a sprig of rosemary 
or thyme on top of the foam.
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Whether you’re hosting a gathering or simply treating yourself, these 
holiday drinks are guaranteed to bring a little extra cheer to your cup.PHOTOGRAPHY BY JANIE JONES

Find out why... the "Big" guys don't 
want you to find out about Dilling! 
We give you more, for less!

At Dilling, we’ve built our business on the foundations 
of offering trust, value, and service to our clients.
We’re happy to meet your home heating and cooling needs by 
offering quality air conditioning and furnace installations, repairs, 
and maintenance.
All complete installs come with 10yr parts and labor warranty! You’re 
always protected with our no lemon’s replacement guarantee! Our 
reviews speak for themselves, with our 4.9 Google rating.

Duct Cleaning
Special

267.651.1179  |  dillinghvac.com
3494 Progress Dr. · Bensalem PA

BOOK TODAY

1.5 - 2 Ton: $399
2.5 - 3 Ton: $449
3.5 - 4 Ton: $499
5 Ton: $599
Dryer Vent: $175 
(Add to package, $149)

215-944-8491
nothingbundtcakes.com/bakery/PA/newtown

2838 South Eagle Road, Newtown, PA

Choose from Bundtlet Towers,
Decorated Cakes and other one-of-a-kind gifts

starting at around $10.

gifting solutions for
everyone on your list

employee
appreciation

client
gifting

business
marketing
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www.AdvancedLimos.com  |   215-504-0800  |   Newtown, PA  |   VB@advancedlimousine

We’re Not the  
Biggest... 

We’re the Best!
The Right Limousine for the  

Right Event... Makes All the Difference

10% OFF ALL HOLIDAY BOOKINGS* 

Get the Treatment You Deserve. Friendly, Courteous and Reliable Service   24 Hours - 7 Days per Week

*EXP 1/31/26

Featured Brands:

A full-service design + build firm 
specializing in renovations, new builds

 and interiors.

Jennifer’s Newtown showroom allows for 
a creative experience unparalleled to any 

other in the area. 

Interior Design ∙ Kitchen ∙ Bathroom ∙ Renovations ∙ Furnishings

2 1 5 . 5 7 9 . 0 4 0 0   |   R I T T E N H O U S E H O M E . C O M   |   2 8 4 5  S  E AG L E  R D  N E W T OW N ,  PA
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bwags photography

www.instagram.com/BWags.Photography www.facebook.com/BWagsPhotography (917) 751-0012

www.BrianWagner.smugmug.com • BWags.Photography@gmail.com

Elevate your brand with professional photo shoots. Book your photo shoot today.

You’re invited toYou’re invited to
  experience the new.. .experience the new.. .

19 bridge street, stockton, nj 08559
wednesday - sunday
8 am - 7 pm
609.483.2230
@stocktonmarket
www.stocktonmarket.com

visit us today!visit us today!
in house in house bakery & cafebakery & cafe

breakfast, lunch, and dinnerbreakfast, lunch, and dinner

seasonally guided provisionsseasonally guided provisions

curated retail goodscurated retail goods

locally grown flowerslocally grown flowers

engaging eventsengaging events

cateringcatering

... and so much more!... and so much more! only 15 minutes from Newtown!only 15 minutes from Newtown!

ONE DENTAL 
PRACTICE

FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY.
From infants to adults, even Orthodontics

HeineFamilyDental.com  |  215.968.4545
12 Penns Trail, Ste. A · Newtown, PA

V@HeineFamilyDental

Dr. Joseph Brogan
Orthodontist 

Dr. Matthew Heine
General and Cosmetic Dentist

Dr. Roshni Dhruva
Pediatric Dentist
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TRAVEL JOURNAL  |   TRAVEL

ARTICLE BY JORDAN GRAY   
PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED BY TAMARACK RESORT TEAM

Idaho’s Only Ski, Golf And Lake Resort  
Redefines Year-Round Adventure

“A lot of resorts bill themselves as four seasons, but there 
isn’t a whole lot to do during the spring and summers. With 
Tamarack, it really is,” says Tamarack Resort Managing 
Partner Gabriel Navarro.

Promoting itself as America’s only ski, golf and lake resort, 
Tamarack has undergone a renaissance since Garbriel, his 
brother Marcel Navarro and brother-in-law Martin Pico took 
full control in 2021 under their company, MMG Equity Partners.

Located north of Boise, the resort now offers a private Club 
at Tamarack, ski-in/ski-out condominiums, seven spots for food 
and drinks plus a hearty schedule of programming and events.

Renowned as a top-tier ski resort, it features 2,800 verti-
cal feet of skiable terrain spread over 1,530 acres, with runs 
and trails suitable for beginners and seasoned pros alike. In 
warmer months, Tamarack Resort transforms into a haven 
for outdoor enthusiasts with mountain biking trails, hiking 
paths, ziplining, whitewater rafting, marina with boat and 
watercraft rentals and a 19-hole championship golf course 
that showcases expansive views of Lake Cascade, breathtak-
ing mountains and lush meadows.

The resort offers an array of vacation rentals, including 
luxury estate homes, alpine chalets, Village or Lodge condo-
miniums and mountainside cabins. Beyond outdoor adven-
tures, Tamarack delights guests with fine dining options 
featuring locally inspired cuisine, relaxing spa services and a 
variety of lake activities such as kayaking, paddle-boarding, 
wake surfing, e-foiling and fishing. 

But while Tamarack is thriving now, it previously was 
vacated when previous owners went bankrupt in 2008.

Gabriel says, “Although the resort had been sealed off for 10 
years, it looked as if the construction workers had walked off 
the job just yesterday. Hammers, screwdrivers, the plans on 
the tables. So, the first visit was an interesting one.”

TAMARACK RESORT: 
A FOUR-SEASON ESCAPE

Photo by Sherri Harkin
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Recovery steps included aspects such as reinstalling 
the Wildwood Lift in 2019, which had been repossessed 
and removed in 2012.

“We're now focused on delivering a new meaningful 
amenity each year, which further elevates the resort. 
Six years later, having invested over $200 million in the 
resort, that skepticism is no longer there. Tamarack 2.0 is 
thriving," he vows. 

Construction started on a 100-slip marina on Lake 
Cascade in August, plans are underway for a hotel and 
clubhouse over the next few years and new real estate and 
communities are coming online each year. Gabriel states, 
"Every year, we'll continue to deliver a transformational 
addition to the resort. We've accomplished a lot in the 
last five years, but I'm equally excited as to what we'll do 
in the next 10.”

TamarackIdaho.com

The Florida-based MMG had become a player in the ski 
resort space after acquiring a portfolio of commercial 
properties (Whistler Blackcomb in British Columbia, 
Mammoth in California, Copper in Colorado, Snowshoe 
Mountain Resort in West Virginia, and Stratton Mountain 
Resort in Vermont). When the Tamarack opportunity 
came around, MMG partnered with other firms and cre-
ated Tamarack Resort Holdings to acquire the resort.

“The first few years were challenging, having been a 
failed ski resort,” Gabriel says. “Many wondered, ‘Was this 
new owner going to do what they say they are going to do?’”

“Eighteen months later, we had worked through all 
of the pieces to be able to put Humpty Dumpty back 
together,” he adds. “My second trip out there, the family 
went out with me. It was neat, just walking them through 
the Village and laying out the vision, and then for them to 
go back two years later and see it complete. But again, we 
had the confidence, with the right partners and with the 
original general contractor on board, to finish what was 
the original master plan.”

“We’re now focused on 
delivering a new meaningful 
amenity each year, which 
further elevates the resort.”
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She’s confident, kind, and effortlessly stylish. She 
knows the trends and loves the classics. She’s the 

girl next door - with undeniable “It Girl” energy. 
Newtown-SH-Wayne

s h o p l u n a c h i c k . c o m   |   2 1 5 . 5 7 9 . 6 1 1 0   |   VB l u n a c h i c k b o u t i q u e

C L O S E D  M O N D AYS

36      



110 S. State Street | Newtown, PA
www.h2tmenswear.com | (445) 448-9209

menswear
Head To Toe

This holiday, give him a gift he’ll
reach for long after December

Wrap him in our sharpest looks
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DECEMBER 5TH

Holiday Tree Lighting 
Newtown Borough Fire Station | 6:30 PM
Organizers state the tree lighting is slated for approximately 7 p.m., but may need to happen sooner, so it's best to get there (14 Liberty 
Street) early. This 2-hour event is sponsored by the Newtown Experience Group.

DECEMBER 6TH

Holiday Open House Tour
Five Private Homes And Eight Public Buildings | 10:00 AM
Celebrate the season's beauty via Newtown Historic Association’s Holiday Open House Tour. Now in its 62nd year, this tour allows visitors to 
peek into several of Newtown’s unique private residences, all dressed for the holidays. Tour hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Early-bird ticket prices: 
$30 for members/$35 for non-members, NewtownHistoric.org/HouseTour or at Newtown Book & Record Exchange (cash/check only). 

DECEMBER 7TH

2025 Newtown Holiday Parade
Newtown Township & Newtown Boro | 12:00 PM
Embrace magic of this seasonal parade and additional fun offerings. It's being organized by Newtown Business Association, sponsored by New-
town Athletic Club. Santa makes grand entrance at the parade's end. Enjoy face painting, treats, hot beverages, petting zoo, Santa letters within a 
Holiday/Christmas Village ambiance. Watch for social media posts or go to NewtownBA.org for parade route and activity-related updates.

DECEMBER 16TH

5th Annual Illuminated Classical Christmas Concert
The Newtown Theatre | 7:30 PM
This one-of-a-kind, 2-hour concert is illuminated by hundreds of elegant white lights and features string musicians from the Newtown Cham-
ber Orchestra. It will include well-known classical works as well as some popular holiday songs. The night also will include a special-guest 
narration of ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas with orchestra accompaniment. Tickets range from $39.99 to VIP $53.

DECEMBER 20TH

A Christmas Story
The Newtown Theatre | 1:00 PM
Prepurchased general admission is $6.50 each ticket, and tickets are $10 at the door. Seating is first come, first served. Free parking is 
available along North State Street, in the municipal lot between Washington and Centre Avenue, and in the municipal lot next to New-
town Borough Hall (23 North State Street). The movie is expected to run through 2:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 21ST

Chanukah Lighting Event
North State Street between Greene Street and Washington Avenue | 4:00 PM
The sponsor of this event is Lubavitch of Bucks County. It concludes at 5:30 p.m. There is no rain date. Lubavitch of Bucks County pro-
vides a diverse network of social, educational and religious programming and opportunities to help improve meaningful and joyful life 
experiences for the Jewish community.

events
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catering
for every celebration

download the 
app today!

215-369-6565 • YARDLEY
925 Vansant Dr., Yardley, PA 19067




